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Bravest, meet courage. 

Two New York City firefighters who 
donated bone marrow to a pair of sick boys 
will come face to face with the youngsters 
for the first time Monday at a Brooklyn 
ceremony honoring the lifesavers.  

"I'm excited to meet him. A little nervous," 
said Billy Zask of Engine 257 in Canarsie, 
whose bone marrow saved 3-year-old Alex 
Jomar Maldonado Cruz of Puerto Rico. "It's 
a big thing, a very emotional situation."  

Zask, 26, is one of dozens of Fire 
Department probies who agree each year 
to undergo DNA testing by the New York 
Blood Center to see if they are matches for 
patients whose best - or only - chance at 
life is a bone-marrow transplant.  

Ninety-eight firefighters have donated 
marrow since the organizations began the 
partnership in 1990. The 16 who donated 
last year will be honored today at FDNY 
headquarters.  

Alex's grateful mom, Jeinny Cruz, said 
through a translator Sunday that she was "really 
anxious" to meet Zask and to ask him "a million 
questions - why he did it for someone he doesn't 
know."  

Louis Dym of Ladder 169... 

...donated marrow used by Cole 
Sierens (c.) 

Little Alex was diagnosed in infancy with 
osteopetrosis, a rare bone disorder that doctors said 
would kill him by age 4 unless he received a bone-
marrow transplant.  

Now just weeks away from that milestone birthday, 



the boy who once wouldn't eat is chubby and rambunctious.  

Twelve-year-old Cole Sierens is back playing floor hockey, football and soccer after 
receiving a bone-marrow transplant from Louis Dym of Ladder 169 in Bensonhurst.  

Cole, who lives near Winnipeg, Canada, probably would not have survived a second bout 
with leukemia otherwise. He waited five months between his diagnosis and the transplant.  

"Even if we would've found out we had a match tomorrow, one day is too long," said Cole's 
mom, Trina.  

The family was "elated" to learn that Dym, 28, was a match. But rules governing donation 
required that his identity - and Cole's - be kept secret for a year following the transplant.  

"It's hard to find words to put to a total stranger being there for you to save your child's life 
... to find the right words to express how grateful you are," Trina Sierens said.  

For Dym, that generosity comes with the badge.  

"It's in the mentality of firefighters to want to help people, definitely," said Dym, 28. "It's not 
every day you get to help somebody, but to have the chance to save the life of a child who 
has leukemia was pretty special."  

Cole thinks it's "pretty cool" that his donor is a New York City firefighter.  

"I felt excited that somebody was going to donate to me and then I'd be all better again," 
he said. 

 


